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Bynopsis of Preceding Chapters.

Flve vears before the onthreak of the eivil
war love of mdventure, hatred of siavery
and the desire to Lelp my friend, George
Wesner, led me. Chniles RBradley, s civil
engineer. of Attaknpas country. La., to be-
come an agent of the undergronnd rallroad.
Wesner bad heen nursed through the small-
pox by a young siave, Luocy, belomging to
the Caverly  plantation. He discoversd
frets which proved that Loey was white
and of gwed Tamily. A secret love match
followesd, whicvh progressed well ont]l Cover-
Iy propesed to sell Lucy to his son and
refiused to 21l her to any one else. Wesner
became desperate. T agreed to help him
steal Lney, and went to New York to ar-
range with the Antl-Stavery Soclety for the
eare of any =laves we could bring north,
Returning bome 1 seeured a boat and sap-
plles. engaged 8 man, Movre, ood located &
Tefnge stathon at wy wood eamp several
miles up the river. Moore assists me In
secncing a safe and secret ronte from the
menth of the White river to our Fanl. Wes-
ner sl T make the trip to the wood camp
and find that Muore has the U, G. raflread
completed. We retorn and put up o store
bailding where, to avold all sasplelon, we
earry on a general merchandise business.
In & few daye Wesner starts the first bafch
of (hverly's slaves, Including Lucy, for the
nerth, and immediately a searching party Is
sent out.  Under clever diszuises Wesner
aml Moore evmde the pursuers, in all of
which Luey renders grent assistantces,

On the road at last, the Spanish moss on
the live osks looking welird and ghostly in
the glom and murky darkness. Quletly
we roile past the few houses that bordersd
the main traveled road. The mud was deep
and It wasz impossible to move faster than a
My time was precious, as I was
anxious 1o get to the rendezvous, for
mvyeelf how the negroes were situated, and
£0 back before morning:. 1 wanted to be
at the store before daybreak., and have a
good chance to clean my horse from the
mud = = and wet. 1 do not know that 1

See

id. but T had that uneasy feeling

ably aceompanies deception.
We were pretty  effectunlly  disgulsed,
George as a white overseer and T as the

gtranze negro, bringing the white guide to

the wanderers

It was past mifnight when we reached
the vicinity of the rendezy All was as
quiet s= the hom:= of the Not a sound
could we ar as we drew near. Whether
they wers r we off the trak we were
unable to conjecture.

Through the Inky
blackness of the night no eve could pene
trate, and we had kept our way thus f:
hy turning our dark Ianterns
upon it few rods.
anile deep, In some place
Through thiz we waded, stumbling
nd then over a fallen log. but luckily
L orEe, whno wis some
until I came up.
“from the shoaling of
be near them. On this
her flat and slopes
«, whire the cabin
want to pass it
wable wandering

compass,

The wuter was
above our knees,
now

every

ige of the
= left our
find one

" 1 =aid, *for this
3 1l agaln turned
= waldesd perh: C T
the witer shoaling

Furn en your
straight against the walle of the

the ealin!™ I erfed.

George whistled
@l she flew to the door,
dripping with

through

ed by our
¥ El as only negroes
t was now nearly 1 o'clock. 1
a few meoments, for I had
three miles to o i heavy rain storm,
through swamp and forest, and alone. The
night was black as Ethlopla ltself, and 1
was tired and hungry.

“I} ¥ou know this gentleman, Lucy™
askad Wesner.

She nod sent. In ten minutes there
WAS 4 and a steaming cup of coffee

for us—what a Juxury &t that moment.

Few words were exchanged.

*“1 must return before davlight,” sald 1.
and rising from the table, threw on my wet
coat and left the ecabin. George and Lucy
accomparnied me to the edge of the water,
and, wishing each other a mutual “god-
epedd,” with one hearty hand-grip for suc-
eess, I was alone,

Holding my compass In my hand, and
opening the slide of my lantern, 1 made
the bLest possible time toward the horses,
which 1 had left on an okt abandoned road,
T for years. In fact, I think it was

d except to haul out ship timber

one w r by some northern shipbuilders.
Thi= road ran nearly at right angles with
my course, and shaping that so as to be
sure and strike it between the horses and |
the str t on and In l¢ss than an |
hour T bout one-fourth of a mile |

Al 4 o'clock both horses

below th
eTe ihiled at the store and well rubbed
n I ley down for g few hours’
when the first customer for the
ared was ready for husiness.
ries were made during the day
but my Invariable answer was:
h after goods.”™
surmlses were made as to the
1 overly’s niggers,”” none of them
repeating. The old man had men
12 Perry’s swamp con ntly, and
neRroes were never within fifteen
of there, 1 concluded 1t was no par-
1arm to let them watch.
v Skew Eill came tearing up (o the
store, wild: bounced off his pony and rushed
in

“Mr. Bradley,” crfed he.

“Well, BiHL™

“)d Coverly has got track of his nig-
Eers""

“Where?"
“Just where I told em. They was in Pzr-
ry's swamp.”
“What akes you think he has found
them, B =
“Well, "cause, you see, 1 saw two niggers
night afore last come out of the swamp
and skulk off. I follered ‘em a spell, but
they caught sight of me and hid. There is
oing 1o be a big hunt tomorrer, all the fel-
ers are to meet here at 8§ o'clock In the
morning, and, by hokey, we'll just scour the
olé swamp and see {f they are there. They

ext morning the boys commenced to
There were ahout twenty-five or
at George called “Turkey-paw
young dare-devils, wild as bucks
of fun. To them & negro hunt
‘nty of corn julce and & good time

rally.

s for negroes, It found, all right: if not.
ad the fun all the same. Thera ware
nds from St. Mary’'s, young, lithe
her, cool as fce, a dead shot and
che on horseback: the Smythe
brothers from New lberta, both able men,
wha afterward proved their bravery; the
Dubaols brothers, three of them, fun-loving
Frenchmen, any one of whom would risk his
lite for a joke. These are all the names I re-
member, except Chartton, the deputy sher-
i, a thick-h:aded old blunderer, an invet-
erate gtammerer and invariably drunk by
12 o'clock every secular day, but plumb
sober on the Sabbath, when he endeavored
to make up for a week’s scoundrelism by
praying the greater part of the day. This

tion, gentlemen, to back It up.”

ut on the prairie in front of the store
the boys we.e gathering walting Coverly's
arrival. He and Dick were both expected,
and the hunt would not begin until they
came. I had sent word to Dick that George
had gone, or he would not have put in an
appearance, for he had a wholesome dread
l]:f my pariner's anger and avoided meeting

im.

Dick and myself were personally on good
terme. I never admired him, but had never
quarreled with him, and as the negroes to
be hunted for were in part his property, I
really wanted him to take part in the sport.
He came wonderfully arrayed with a pair
of Mexican spurs on his heels, a brace of
Colt’s 38-ealiber In hia hostlers, and the
ever-present shotgun in his hand. He was
4 mounted arsenal under a sombrero hat,
His weapons znd a scarlet sash wound
around hls wulst gave him the appearance
of a formidable antagonist; but he was not
over-courageous, and though something of
a bully, had an uncommon aversion for the
amall end of a.gun, He dashed up to the
boys like a warrior. T wished him a cheer-
ful ‘Good morning.' and away rode the
erowd for Perry's, Dick on the big roan,
leading at a nallop.

I was somowhat interested to know the
result of their hunt, and kept a sharp look-
out for the return of the hunters. I saw
nothing of them until about 6 o'clock In the
afterncon, when one of the Smythe boys
rode up to the platform, dismounted, and,
tying hi< horse to the hitehing rail in front,
waiked Into th. store.

“Well, Charley, did you find the runa-
wayvs?™'

“Not one.” he answered,

“What caused all the excitement 7*

“A ecouple of free negroes in there split-
ting rails. They had their women with
them, a couple of little huts built, and
were at work. They went in a mile or

homesick,” he continued, “but the stream
was crossed, the bridges burned and there
was no retreat. I wrabped a blanket around
me, lay down on the floor and trled to
sleep, but was so nervous and excited
that I d!d not succeed very well, although
a little drowsy before morning. Impatlently
I waited for the light. Before sunrise 1 was
on my feet. Lucy aroused the sleepers, and
soon breakfast was ready.

“I was a white man now, and break-
fasted by myself. About 8 o'clock the
sun came out bright and clear, causing
the steam to arise from the wet follage
in such dense masses that it would con-
ceal the smoke, and there was perfect
safety in our having a fire. 1 directed
the boys to make a big one out of doors to
dry our clothing and cheer the people, for
there is nothing so cheers and enlivens
one in the woods as a big, brackling fire,
and our spirits rose with the sparks.

“A dozen people eannot move so guletly
and expeditiously as two men, and I con-
cluded that it would take at least four
haurs for the party to accomplish the same
distance you and I did In two.

“The lttle brook leading into the Teche
was more Lthan bank full and was now
merely a deep ditch in the overflowed
swamp. Our canoes were quite a distance
up the brook, but we had no difficulty in
finding them, although there was some
trouble in arranging the passengers. The
sun was low in the west before we began
to make our way toward the bayou.

“In the first canoe was Lucy, together
with Pharo—rather a thick-headed, blun-
dering darky, afrald of his own shadow—
Tom, Jack and myself. I took the bow; to
Jack, who was quite a waterman, I gave
the stern, telling the others to keep still
and watch, but not move.

“J] had my rifle and revolvers, none of
the others were armed, as 1 dared not trust
them. In the other cance were the remain-

more on seeount of rift. as they explained
to me. They wanted good, straight, rifred
trees. Lord, man!—how Dick Coverly's llpl

der of the party, in charge of Lemue]l Ma-
son, with old Mose in the stern., I gave

LUCY

GAZED AT US A MOMENT AND GAVE

8ir; 'deed we willl’

“I cdlled old Mese down. ‘Mose,’ sald I;
‘Is It best to shoot these fellows or take
tkem along?

“Mose did not know:me, and felt rather
inclined to be frightemed himself, but fin-
ally he stammered out: ‘I wouldn't shoot
‘em, massa; let's take 'em along; there's
rcom enough In my canoe for one’ .

“So I coneluded ‘not to kill them, much
to thefr satisfaction. On further guestion-
ing I found out to whom they belonged.
They were Lanman's boys and had been up
the bayou fishing, probably for chickens, as
there wera two then in the canoe. I did not
like to deprive Lanman of a couple of his
hands or rob him of $2,500, but, having left
my conscience at home, I certalnly could
not send them back. The only other re-
scurce was murder, and 1 thought on the
whole I would be justified in committing the
theft. I therefore ordered them on shore to
get their breakfast, 5

“After breakfast, more trouble, Jim, the
youngest, had a wife at Lanman’'s and had
told his story to the party. Lucy had
heard It, and her heart was touched. Bhe
followed me to the boat; ‘Only one more,
just one, we can crowd her In somewhere.
Just think, suppose 1 were her, would you
leave me?

“ ‘He must leave her,' gald I, for T Knew
enough about plantation negroes to Know
that it would be posting a handbill to allow
him to return. e

*'His wife is at Stephenson’s,’ she re-
plied, ‘and cannot know of her husband’s
absence, and laying here a day he could
get her.’

“‘Lucy,” I replled, *you and Jim must
bear with disappointment this time, If
Jim goes for his wife and gets her, the
whole country will be scoured, for it will
be known at once that they have run
away. We shall run great risk of being
caught, and then what would become of
vou and the rest? 1 shall run the canoe
Into the bayou, upset it, and then Mr. Lan-

HERR HAND TO0 WESNER.

dropped when he saw them! There Isn't a
glave in this whole swamp;: they're gone
semewhere, sure; they are not here,” and
he turned for home.

Thi= was the end of Mr. Coverly's “negro
h‘:IE%Ln-.n passed and the 1st of May came
without news from George. I took A New

Orleans daily paper, and T,
amined every Issue, Had the fug
apprel the first news w
been dr w Cirleans r i
had a standing advertd nt In th:m of- |

fering Sl.hm for any informaiion that would
lend to their capture, and 5000 for thelr
be

could get them hefore
parate reward of 1000
ive.

never especially notleed the
mrtments the noewsRLpers,
nor had I cared about them, but now every
ftem | carefully eyved, and it became ap-
parent to me that the system was not so
pleasant as its supporters represented, I
was not much given to moralizing In those
days (I had seen the negro In his native
cuntry), and did not waste much time
philosophizing upon the morality of Amerl-
can slavery. My ambition was to g¢t my
pariner and myself well out of the affalr
and well Into anather.

May 15 came the first news fromn George.
The letter was very brief, but encugh. Here
11 1a:

af

CAIRO, IlIl.,, May 3, 1855,

Friend Bradley: Arrived here all right to-
day. Have sold our cotton to eastern
porties. Bhall see them personally, .m‘\t.‘.. not
trust to brokers. WESNER.

That was enough, for it told me they were
at Cairo, and that he should accompany
them himself until they were safe. A few
days later I received another letter from
epme Interior town in Illinols, relating to
other business. There was qulte a crowd in
our store when my mall came, and as 1hls
was from George, some of his friends be-
gan asking guestlons about him. 1 read
the letter, and as there was nothing about
the fugitives in It, I ecould not um "_-'l:l‘ﬂd
its tmport. The last sentence read like this:

S —Have been detained by slekness;
had to sea a physictun. I am better and
will resume my journey.

This 1 did not quite understgnd, and I
was doubly anxious.

One day not long after 1 recelved a tele-
graph dispatch forwarded by mail from
New Orleans, This was: -

“C’otton sold, spot cash; no discount.’

1 breathed »; we wera safe for this
time, I anxlously awalted my partn=r's re-
turn, being very impatient to hf:ur the par-
ticulars of his adventure.  Where every
dav was fraught with peril and any hour
might bring the hunter or sheriff upon iim,
the mental strain must have been very
wearing, and 1 felt that T was not doing my
ghare of the work. I bhad been compara-
tively idle, although, of course, 1 was to
share In the spolls.

The 21st of June 1 had business at the
town of Franklin, and was at the steam-
boat landing when the boat arrlved. There
were but few deck passengers upon the up-
per deck, but as 1 glanced about my eyes
rested on my friend Wesner, leanlng over
the guarids, smoking the never-absent clga-
rette. His eves sparkled, and a quiet smile
of trlumph rested on his face as he nodded
to me.

“Got your buggy, Brad?™

“Yes,"” I replied.

“Then I will ride with you, and let my
baggage go "o New Town with the goods.
There Is a heavy Involce billed there.”

On the ride home George refused to talk.

“The story,”” sald he, “is a long one. 1
kept a brief diary of every important occur-
rence as we went along, and also where we
were a! the time. I am tired and pretty
well fagged out, and all 1 will say Is that 1
recelved from the Anti-Slavery Soclety just
$5%0 for the venture and 34U more for ex-
penses,

“I thought, George, ¥ou took ten, elght
grown men and women and two chlldren.”

“So I did, but I preferred to bear Lucy's
expenses myself.”

“Where is she?"

“] placed her In a school at Andover,
Mass., deposited $5id) to her credit, pald a
year's board In advance and left her deep In
books and stody. Brad, you would have
been pleased could you have sasn the ex-
pression on the faces of those ‘Yunkee
schoolmarms’ when I Introducad Lucy to
them. Bul there, let us talk of something
¢lse until 1 get rested. 1 have a whole li-
brary of adventure to relate.”

Adjoining our store we had a little eottage
built, containing two rooms, where one and
sometimes both of us occasionally slept.
When Georg: stop-

| 1o
I

Lemuel one of my plstols and asked him
If he could use it. Ite looked me straight
eye,

s, gir, and to kill, T am a free man,
now; maybe I'll soon a dead one, but I'll
never again lve as another man's prop-
erty.’

“In each boat were the pravisions needed
for its cceupant. Cautioning Lemuel not
start until our boat was a few rods
=7 hed into the sluggish eurrent,
: towdrd the bhayou.

north,” 1 whispered tao
I my paddle and sent the
Wil On. on we went,

rk cypress and eottonwoods,

1 g branches touching the
witer and brushing our canoe. The dip
of the paddle and the swish of the branchés
i wWe turbed them in our

all that broke the awiul I"“'.‘Ilg'*:‘.bhdbb e

“It wag quite dark before we reached
the wiaters of the Teche, and tied up close
under the bank, wilting for Lemuek and
his cance. I was tired with walting be-
fore they jolned us,

“As we ghould now  have paddle
:1.;;_24[1‘.5{ the current, and must make a
noise, I thought it best to wait until 10
o'clock where we were, for a short dis-
tance above us, on the banks of the bayou,
was Laurent's plantation. [His Negrao quar-
ters were qulte near the water's edge, and
ns the stream was narrow at this plice,
It was with no little anxiety that 1 drew
near.  Although the night was dark, yet
there might be some one around, or soms
darky fishing. 1 spoke very goftly to
Lemue!, and he ranged alongside. With
a light cord I fastened both canoces to-
gether.

“ ‘Now, my boy, strong but vasy,” and we
moved slowly on past the house by the
quarters unheard and unseen.

*“*Ah, what's that!

“Lemuel stoped his padidle.

“ *Hist! hist! Tt was the dip of a paddle
from up the river, and before we ecould
make & movement crash came A canoe, ¢on-
taining two darkies returning from a
chicken steal, 7

“*HI, what dis?' one erled.

“A sweep of my paddle, und he lay {n the
bottom of his dugout, another moment and
I had sprung Into his boat and had my
hand upon his partner's throat.

“*A waord, a lisp, and you are a dead
man!"

* WJack.' T whispered, ‘mave on, and you'—
to the darky I had by the windpipe—'"take
that pa:ddle and follow. Not a Hsp!”

“He obeyed. 1 examined the one to whom
I had Introduced the paddle, He was just
coming to hls senses. His head was bloed-
ing pretty badly, and his face showed white
spots even In the darkness,

“Thelr cance was a small dugout ahout
fiftéen feet long. Stepping back toward the
stern, 1 motloned to the fellow who was
paddling to go forward, and then ordered
him to drag his companlon into the center
of the canoe and let him lle there until he
recovered his senscs. He was frightened
(:ia_mr through, but had the good sense to
obey.

** ‘Now, my boy, go forward: paddle for
your life, and don’t let the dip of your pad-
dle be heard‘two feet from the canoe’ I or-
dered. He was glad to obey, and the threa
cances went speeding by the plantation,
and In a few minutes were safe for the
night,

"I had Intended to reach the littie run-
around before davlight. If you recolleet,
that was afew miles abave Lochen's, and
was the only place that offered a safe
haven, as the bunks of the bayou were too
thickly settled for us to attempt to pass
them by daylight.

“I was hampered with my two prisoners,
and hugging the east bank of the stream,
made redoubled exertions to urge the
canoes forward.

“The bank was dimly_ outlined, and I
could tell very nearly where we were, We
had made seven or eight milés, when, to
my great joy, our canoe ran over the buoy
we had placed below the outlet, and in a
few moments we were pushing our way
through reeds and bushes of the Tun-
around. I did not try to go far, but halted
both cances a few rods from the bayou and
walted for daylight.

“The sky had begun to redden in the cast
before we moved again, At sunrise we were
A& mile up the stream and secure from ob-
servation. The two canoss were fastened
to the bank and I remalned alone with the
prisoners in the captured canoe, The boys
on shore bullt a little fire and soon tha
smell of hot coffee and fried bacon told me
that they were well employed.

“*This branch, you will remember, was
more of a natural ditch than a stream, as
it was not more than elght feet wide, but
quite deep—perhaps four feet or more. I

ta

Wus a sheriff's posse, and what Charlten

© was at home he usually
ped here, a8 we did not feel safe to leave

sat in the stern of the canoe, looking at the

man wlll think he has lost a couple of ne-
groes in the bayou. Next trip 1 will take
Jim's wife!

“She sald no more, Jim felt bad to think
he wias to be Kidnaped, but he was de-
termined to make the best of evervihing,
and did not make much demonstration. [
do not think he was guite heartbroken.
The eanoe I took down to the hayou that
afternoon and upset her, and let her float
to tell the tale to Lanman that he was out
4 couple of negroes. 1 reckon weé may as
well take our next involee from there,
Obed, the other one, was forty years old.
He had left a wife and two little ones ten
Vears ago, In Loulsville, Ky, He had no
loves to leave behind,  He [s the devil's
own. It was hie whom T paddled. 1 talked
to him as 1 tied wp his head, In a few
minutes 1 was satisfled that he wonld be
my right-hand man, next to Lemuel Ma-
son, and without these two I should have
had great difffculty in succeceding,

“Obed I left at the woodyvard, and Lems-
uel Mason ls at New Orleans now. I have
been with them for weeks, and neither of
them suspects whom I am. To Lemuel I
kave frec papers as a protection If arrest-
td.] IHlm you can trust. He is brave and
cool,

“Let's see—I was tying up Obed's head, I
belleve, After I had washed off the blood
g0 he could eat his breakfast, I sent him
up to the fire, and after he had finished his
eoffee and bacon talked to him awhile. He
was rather reticent at first about his past
lHfe, but 1 finally drew from him the fact
that he had attempted to run away from
Kentucky, been caught and brought back,
whipped nearly to death and finally had
killed another negro set to watch him and
had again escaped, but was retaken and
finally eold Into loulsiana as a punish-
ment, He was very anxious to get back
to Kentucky, not for any love of his for-
mer home, but in order that he might
punish his persecutors. His wife was a
free woman, as were his children., He
had heard nothing from them for vears,,
and old recollections had about faded from
his mind, but he was intelligent enough
to hate a slaveholder, and cared nothing
for his own I%e if he could injure him.

“1 gat down and explained my plan to
take this party through. He was, of course,
willing, for he had no other alternative.
The day wore slowly away, and about &
p.m. we ate our supper, and at dark left
our little eamp and moved slowly up the
branch. It was 9 o'clock and quite dark
when, pushing aside the Intervening bushes,
we agaln entered the bayou and headed up
the stream. This was 10 be a night of ex-
treme caution and care, as we had three
plantations and one village to pass. We
must travel thirty miles before we could
make our next haven. Luck was ours Lhe
second night, for we met nelther man nor
steamer—a boat was what we dreaded most
on the bayou—and it Was sunrise before we
made our landing. The canoes were scarce-
1y out of sight when around the bend above
us shot a steamer. 8he passed so near
that the swish from her wheels half filled
one of our canoes as It lay close under the
banks, No fire that day—cold water, hard
hread and raw baeon. The sun was warm,
however, and we slept and watched by
turns. At dark we were off. Above Ver-
millionville there wag no steamer. 1 kept
a sharp lookout for the mouth of the pas-
gage that led to the Atchafalaya waters,
but passed it In the dark and had to lay
by the next day. 'Thus one day was lost.

“T dared not put one of our canvas canoes
on the hayou, so we Waded and floundered
down alongside, hunting for the passage,
and found 1t about three miles below.

“As soon as night shut down we entered
it, and after numerous difficulties and two
or three wettings were on the upper wa-
ters of the Atchafalaye.

“We had made but & mile or two, when,
rounding a short bend in the river, we al-
most ran Into a canoe containing four men.
They took no notice of us. Probably they
had no suspicion of meeting runaway ne-
groes at night on the Atchafalaya. I held
my breath in suspense as they glided by,
and my hand clutched the stock of my
revolver. I dld not want to shoot, hut as 1
was northward bound, should have sent
four shots home if Interfered with, They
seemed as anxlous to avold us as we were
them, and In a few seconds they passed
into the darkness.

““What are they, Obed, do you think?

* *‘Hoss thieves, 1 reckon, massa; dey Is
powerful plenty 'roun’ de Teche., Dey steal
canoce up country, run down forty or fifty
miles and steal hoss or mule, den run back
again. Dat's de way dem peoples work.
Big lot ob munny a feller'd get to take
'em. Bheriff, he after 'em, neber—neber
catch 'em. Dem chaps is too smart for de
sheriff. One day ole man, next day some
oder body.'

“I was not particular as to who they

small for steamers, and no person had set-
tled there, I felt safe in attempting to make
the passage by daylight. We must enter
before morning light, however, or go ashore
and lie in the woods all day. We made
every exertion, and before daylight had the
good fortune to enter the mouth of the
chute. A couple of miles up and we feit
eafe.

** “Unload, boys,' sald 1, ‘and we will rest
and have our breakfast, for here we stay
until 4 o'clock. Three short hours will
take us into the bayou again, and then
look for trouble, for you will find plenty of
danger and scores of steamers.”

“We landed and breakfast was soon un-
der way. Coffee, fresh fish and bacon,
with a few cakes of pllot bread—it was a
good, square meal, and ravenously de-
voured by as hungry a set of runaways as
ever left the sunny south. After breakfast
we lay down and slept soundly until 3
o'clock, when I aroused all hands. Hard
bread and coffee, then oft agaln on our
uncertain journey.

“I had calculated to strike the bayou
again about dark, and as it was quite wide
at the mouth of the chute we would have
no difficulty. The chances of any notice
being taken of us by passing steamers
were well in our faver. Usually they had
enough of thelr own business to attend to
and would not suspect us of being a lot
of Tunaways unless news had been spread
abroad that we were off for the north.
Of this there was no great danger unless,
as there Is no telegraph In the region, the
news had just reached there. In that in-
stance even it would be very unlikely that
We were canoelng our way to Canada, but
If we were overhauled we could not an-
swer, as the very fact of traveling by
cance and without baggage In that steam-
boat country would be a dead glveaway.

“Three hundred miles of water journey
lay before us. Six days and nights car-
ried us 180 miles, without sign of danger.
At last 1 became careless, and did not take
the extra precautions needed, and this care-
lessness came very near cosiing us dear,
an:} ruining the whole expedition.

“One Sunday nlght 1 was sitting In the
stern of the eance, perhaps twenty rods
in advance of the other one. Obed was :n
the bow, doing most of tne labor. The
nipght was warm, and very pleasant, and
perhaps I got a little drowsy myself. 1
know the rest were, for all hands were
nedding. I took the steering of the canoe
alter dark, for by that means I was sure
te be awake. We were cloge to the bank,
in fact, quite under the overhanging
branches of the trees, when the largest alli-
gator 1 ever saw raised his head within a
foot of the gunwale of our canoe, and
gnappeid my paddle with his ponderous jaw.
I was awake enough then. Two of my
passengers scereamed, and sprang to the fur-
ther side of the ecanoe. The craft, never
any too stanch, careened to the water's
edga.

“*Don't move!" erled I; ‘for If we over-
gl you are ‘gator meat, every one of voul’

In less than a minute a dozen ugly heads
broke the muddy water, and It seemed az
if every alllgator in the bayou had gath-
ered around the boat, I ordered Lemuel to
eloze his canoe up quick, and he did, but I
dared not attempt te transfer for fear of
sinking his canoe, Obed, understanding the
situation, kept beating the wnler with his
paddle to frighten them and Keep them at
bay; thus we got our boat ashore, landad
our wet and seared passengers, then bailed
the water out of our drowned eraft,

*I can't say that I was frightened, but
I afterward thoughteperhaps I might have
been, 1 did not relish bhaving my  career
cul short by an alligat.r, for I wanted to
again =ee some lively work in the Attaka-
pas country,

“This affuir ennsnmed an hour, and about
davlight we landed, houled up our canoes
and prepared to pass another day watching
passing steamers and wallting for night.

“Twenty-one (days from our first embark-
Ing, without further mishap, we hauled our
cannes ashore at the entrance of a Iittle
hayon, in sight of the great Hed river. You
recollect when we were that way planning
the route we pushed beldly out. It was
different now,

‘1 was too lgnorant of the river to make
my debut on it by night, as quantities of
driftwood were lahle 1o be running at this
stage of the water. Next morning. there-
fere, while yvet dark, we moved along 1o
the river, and as daylicht approached push-
el our canoes into the swiftly moving cur-
rint.  As T had anticipated, the .-?ur'fnc-l-': was
thickly sprinkled with driftwood. This was
with great difficulty avolded. Although do-
ing our best, the current carried us a mile
helow our starting point, and it was a re-
lef when, without accident, our canoes
were close under the opposite bank of the
river.

“There were so many steamers moving
that 1 did not feel quite easy, and about 8
n'clork, hearing the threshing of an up-
ward-bound one, we ran the cuanoes into a
little cove, where we were secure from ob-
servation.  Here the banks of the river
were well wooded, the foliage thick and
overhanginge.

“The swift-rolling river eddied and spar-
kled {n the bright =sunlight as, loaded with
drift, It rushed past. From our secure
place In the cove I closely watched it, and
reluctan‘ly concluded we must continue
our voyage to the mouth of the Black most-
Iv by daylight, the risk from the curiosity
of penple on passing steamers being much
less than the danger from collision with
the floating debris, and it would not be an
unusual =ight for a couple of canoes to be
seen paddling up the Red river. I there-
fora determined to remaln here the bal-
ance of the day and the coming night.

“As this was to be out first all-night rest,
we made quite an extensive preparation,
putting up a light frame of poles and
stretehing our tent over it as a protection
from the heavy dew and fog. I was a little
wary about fire, but by digging a hole a
few feet deep and making our fire In that
we had quite a lively blaze that ecould not
be seen a dogen yards away. Hot coffee,
fried bacon and eatfish, with hardtack for
a relish, made an excellent repast, and as
the epicurean tastes of my passengers had
never been very extensively cultivated, they
found no fault. As for me, I was =0 con-
founded hungry that I was not particular
and would have relished the food equally
as well had 1t been raw.

“After supper we lay down, and in a few
minutes all but myself were asleep. 1 was
too tired and anxious to sleep soundly, and
perhaps T was a trifle nervous, I lay think-
ing and planning until almost midaight.

“From here to the White river was a
long distance. I had become accustomed
to the danger and thought chiefly of the
fatigue,

“In the morning we were off again. For
ten days we voyvaged, sleeping at night and
resting our tired limbs. The strain and
fatigue were very wearing. The women
and children were mere shadows. Lucy
could walk but a few steps when ashora,
and from sharing my care and anxiety, to-
gether with the self-restraint imposed to
conceal her previous knowledge of me from
the rest, she had become S0 nervous as to
he almost hysterical. In view of thess
facts I determined to rest at least one
week, and on the evenlng of the thirty-first
day from the rendezvous, then being about
seventy or eighty miles from the mouth of
the Tensas, I reluctantly gave orders to haul
up the boats. We landed about 1 o'clock
p.m. on the west bank of the bayou. The
shares were very low, but I judged, and
rightly, that a little way inland there was
dry ground enough for a safe and pleasant
camp. After much labor we dragged our
heavy canoes, perhaps a quarter of a mile,
through mud and water, and left them se-
cure from observation."

(To be continued.)

Remodeling 0ld Jewelry.
From Harper's Bazar,

There iz go much jewelry now worn on
the evening gowns that one can make use
of almost anything. A funny old-fashioned
fillgreed gold bracelet, with calrn-gorms set
here and there, has been utllized for mak-
ing a most charming shoulder strap. The
stones, which originally hung all arcund
the bracelet, suspended from fine gold
chalns, were taken off and put at the two
ends when the ornament is fastened to the
gown. The clasp of the bracelet forms the
top or center piece, while four pendants of
the calrn-gorms form lnes golng from it
Lower over the shoulder are three fine gold
chalns, graduating in length. A palr of
bracelets can be worn in this way, but it s
considered more “chic” to wear only one.
0ld coral or amber necklaces, which chil-
dren used to wear long ago, are very pretty
made up into shoulder straps, to be worn
with evening dresses, and are much In
vogue this season.
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